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Fatherly love, ‘faith in brand IIT" prove

undoing of college aiding copying in JEE

RAJNISHALEEN CHOPRA
CHANDIGARH, MAY 17

VIPIN Gupta, a chartered
accountant in Kotkapura,
had never fought the sysiem
for anything. He was used to
reports of mass copying in
some schools and even de-
cree colieges in Punjab. Yet,
on Aprii 10, when his daugh-
ter Vatsa came cryving out of
the examination hall for the
Joint Entrance Exam (TEE)
Tor Indian Institutesof Engi-
neering (11'1%), being held at
Giani Zail Singh College of
Engineering and Technol-
ogy, Bathinda. and told him
about invigilaiors aiding
copying there, something in-
side him broke.

“My initial reaction was
that of afather, Itold her not
to cry. But a bitterness was
building up in me. IITis a
brand we Indians are proud
of. The kind of status associ-
ated with it, the drive thai
children have to make it o
IIT -1 [elt all that must not
be conjaminated, or we will
lose faith in it. Our children
witl lose one of the few insti-
tutions they traly look up
t0,” Gupta told The Indian
Express,

This was the [irst compet-

Govt to take
further action

Suresh Kumar, Puniab’s
Principal Secretary
Techical Education, has
writlen to the Director,
IIT Kanpur, asking for a
copy of the report sub-
mitied by the [aci-{ind-
ing commitige, Accord-
img to his letter, the
report has been sought
“In order 1o take appro-
priate, necessary correc-
tive action and initiate
disciplinary action
against those employ-
ges/persons who are in-
volved in this con-
demnable act”.

itive exam Tor Vaisa, a stu-
dent of Class XII “Soon al-
ter the exam started, T saw
the male invigilator blatantly
helping the girl sitting in
front of me, and also some
other students. The other in-
vigilator, a woman, ignored
all this. Tears sprang {o my
eves at the sickness ol it all,”
said Vaisa.

Vatsa wanted to protest
but became apprehensive,
thinking they would take

their wrath out on her. See-
ing her crying bitterly asshe
came out during mid-break,
Gupta was shocked. “She
said to me, ‘Papa wahan
gandi waali cheating ho rahi
hai’.”

Hearing about it, Gupta
went {0 some other parents
at the centre. “They didn’t
show much interest at myre-
quest tolodge a protest. 5ol
went alone and complained
to the team in charge. They
assured me that action
would be taken. After I
came ouf, one of the persons
ouiside said 1o me the sys-
temwas rotten, and nothing
could be done about it.”

Gupta reflused to take i
Iving down. He looked upon
the internet the mail ad-
dresses of the management
teams conducting the JEE.

The very next day he ¢-
maited fetters to them about
the cheating. The examina-
tion was being conducted by
LT Kanpur, and Gupta got
aprompt response from the
Director of IIT Kanpur.,

The Direcior said T

Roorkee had been told io
fook into the complaint,
since Bathinda was in its ju-
risdiction.

Therealter, Prol Sounak

Page 1 of 5

Kumar Chaudhury, (aculty
member of II'T Kanpur and
Organising Chairman  of
JEE 2011, kept in touch with
Gupta, and told him a fact-
finding commitige was in-
vestigating the matter,
“When the commitice came
here, they conducted a very
thorough investigation. My
daughter and I were also
questioned,” said Gupta.
Based on the commit-
tee’s report, the engineering
college has been biacklisted
Trom conducting any exami-
nation for the T system,
The principal and the two in-
vigilators have also been de-
harred from any {uture acad-
emic  collaborations  for
aiding mass copying,
Talking to The Indian Ex-
press, Prol Chaudhury said

‘that he does not recall such

a complain of cheating be-
ing received regarding any
other JEE examination cen-
ire. “The complaini was re-
ceived only from Punjab.
Action has Dheen taken
against the Bathinda college
based on the report of the
Taci-finding  commiiiee.
Now further investigation
will be conducted to lock
into the matter in its en-
tirety," he said.
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kingg students may live 1I'T" dream

Chary Sudan Kasturi

e cham kastsEhindus antimes.com

NEW DELHI: Per f{}z'mmg_ » well ini-
tially at engineering colleges
across India may soon offer stu-
dents a radieal incentive — an
automatic opportunity to com-
piete thelr undergraduate pro-
gramme and earn a PhD from
the coveted IT'Ts.

The HTs will cherrv-pick
2,500 third-year students at
other engineering colleges each
vear to complete their BTech
and pursue a PhD af the coun-

trv's top engineering schools, if

a biueprint for the Institutes
future is proposed.

The HRD ministry panel
dnder former atomic energy
commission chairman Anil
Kakodkar has proposed the mi-

tintive as a key component of a
strategy to merease the output
of PhDs from [ Ts.

“It 1s a win-win situation, we
believe. Selected students get to
live their dream of studying at

the HTs, and s get a cadre of

students ready to take up
research studies,” said 4 mem-
ber of the panel. The report was
presented to HRD minister Kapil
mibal Iast week.

Several faculty members,
however, expressed reservations
about the practicality of the plan.
A senior II'T Kanpur professor
who was invelved in hand-hold-
ing the new II'T in Rajasthan
guestioned whether the [[Ts
could absorb the additional stu-
dent popuiation.

“The ITT infrastructure -
including the burden on faculty

- 16 already creaking” the pro-
fessor said.

The panel has argued that HTs

should mj% fees from TB0O00
avear to 32-2.5 lakh. Thisis 25-
30% of the total education cost
for each student estimated at 7.5-
¥ lnkh per vear, as was reported
by HT on Aprﬂ 23.

The blueprint, however, larpe-
Iy focuses onthe shortage of qual-
ity research as compared to
countries like China.

The II'Ts have hiked their
intake of doctoral students and
mereased their output of Phbs
to about 1,060 a vear.

But they must hike the num-
ber of PhD graduates a vear from
1,006t 16000 by 2024-25 i India
is to catch up with China or the
UR, about 10 times ahead at pres-
ent, the panel has argued.



ADAM HALLIDAY
AHMEDABAD, MAY 17

THE ambitious Unique
Identification (U} Project
has broad gaps that need re-
view, a study by a professor at
the Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Ahmedabad (ITM-
Ajsuggests.

The study has atiributed in-
puts fromseven institutes (in-
cluding 11T, IIMs, and law
universities), quotes from 46
documents and fists 11 pa-
pers asreferences.

Titled ‘Unique Identity Pro-
jectin kodia: A divine dream
or a miscaiculated heroism’,
the paper was wrilten in
March by Professor Rajanish
Dassof HMAs Computer and
Information Systems Group.

Dass illustrated the in-
creasingly involuntary nature
of UID. While the project’s
concept note saidenrollment
would not be mandated, it
also says the benefits and ser-
vices linked 1o it would en-
sure demand for if.

“This is like selling bottied
water in a village after poi-
soning the well, and claim-
ing that peopie are buying
water voluntarily,” he wrote,
adding that the UID Au-
thority of India says it is vol-

untary but governmeniscan

make it mandatory,
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[IMA prof s study finds loopholes in ULD project

Says need for review as concept involuntary in nature

“The Planning Commis-
sion’s proposal for the Na-
tionai Food Security Act ar-
gues for ‘mandatory use of
UID  numbers...”, which
means, ‘No UID, no food’,”
Dass poted while giving an
exampie,

Besides, there hasbeen no
clear evidence of claim either
from the government or from
the UIDAT about the total cost
of the project, Dass wrote,
pointing out replies to five par-
lismentary questions have
evoked inconsistent figures.

Inconsisiencies apart,
“there is no indication of anv
cost benefit analysis... The only
response {0 a question raised
in the Lok Sabha about the the

mittee
has noted that retaining
hiometriceffidencyfora
tatabase of over one
tillion persons has not
been adequately
anatysed and the
problem of fingerprint
uaiity i fndia has not
veen studied in depth’

cruing out of the project
should far oatweighthe cost of
the project’.”

Dass has quoted Delhi-
based “researcher on ju-
risprudence, poverty and
rights” Usha Ramanathan as
saying that the UID s sellsus-
tainabifity would mean that
“it is going to be a profit-mak-
ing mode! riding piggy-back
on public money and social
sectorschemes”.

He has further writien that
the project is expecied to create
3.5 1akh jobs and “result in a
commerciai opportunity of
$20 biflion in the [irst five
vears, and from the sixth vear

onwards, $10 biflion annually”.

Technology-wise, the UID
would collect demographic
details of each person inchsd-
ing “biometrics of all 10 fin-
gers, along with the irds scan
of both the eyes and the
photoolthe face™.

“Around five megabytes of
data will be requiredto store
the compressed fingerprint
images (of alf the 10 fingers)
of each individual, requiring
the size of the entire database
10 be ai least six petabyies
(6,000 terabytes, or 6,000,000
gigabyies).” he wrote,

He identified two main
problems. The techmology is

untested: “UHDAFs Biomet-
ricsStandards Committee has
noted that retaining biometric
efficiency for a database of
more than one billion persons
‘has not been adequately
analysed” and the problem of
Tingerprint quality in India “has
not beenstudied indepth’.”
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“Another concern is that
marketeers will find ways to
busild profiles of people based
on how they use their IDs)”
Dasswrote. He quoted a Pro-
fessorofthe National Univer-
sity of Juridical Sciences
{NUIS), Kolkata as saying,
“You will basically be creating
these wonderfid resources for
people tomine.”
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